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I. PURPOSE

To provide guidelines for all law enforcement officers of this agency to follow in the proper use and care of issued tire deflation devices.

II. POLICY
A.  A method commonly used by law enforcement agencies to stop a vehicle involved in a pursuit situation is to deploy a device designed to deflate a vehicle's tires at a controlled rate.
B.  Tire deflation devices are designed for that purpose, resulting in a reasonably safe and effective immobilization of the subject vehicle. 
C. It is the policy of the Helena Police Department to utilize tire deflation devices in pursuit situations for which there is a potential risk of injury to any person.
D. The designated tire deflation device in use by this department is the Stinger Spike System.  The Department recognizes that other deflation systems may be in use by other area agencies, however the Stinger system is the only system authorized to be carried or deployed by officers of this agency.
III. DEFINITIONS
A. Tire deflation device - a device used in stopping vehicles involved in pursuits with law enforcement officers. The deflation device is designed to stop a vehicle by deflating its tires at a controlled rate, resulting in a reasonably safe and effective immobilization of the subject vehicle.
B. Vehicle pursuit - a law enforcement phrase which describes the situation of a law enforcement officer, in a police vehicle with emergency lights and siren activated, pursuing an individual who is fleeing in a vehicle at various speeds, (low, moderate or high), and refuses to stop.
IV. PROCEDURE

A. Utilization of tire deflation devices
1. The Stinger Spike System will be used in vehicle pursuit situations in which there is a potential for injury to any person. The following guidelines will be followed before utilizing the system at any time:
a. The officer in charge of the shift will make the decision, based on all the circumstances involved in each situation, whether to terminate the pursuit or to utilize the Stinger Spike System.
b. The Stinger Spike System may be used when the following circumstances are present:
(1) A law enforcement officer of this agency initiates a traffic stop using emergency lights however, the suspect operating the vehicle in question refuses to stop and instead continues to drive, at various speeds, causing the officer to initiate a pursuit situation for which emergency lights and siren are used. (Note: Emergency lights and siren will always be utilized before using the Stinger Spike System so there is no question that the operator of the suspect vehicle knew he/she was given a command to stop by a law enforcement officer.)
(2) When a law enforcement officer of another agency is involved in a vehicle pursuit situation that has entered the jurisdiction of this county and the pursuing agency is requesting assistance.
(3) To assist another agency outside this jurisdiction, but only upon request of the agency. Note: In this type of situation an officer from this agency will deploy the device for the requesting agency and will deploy the device in accordance with guidelines of this policy. Under no circumstances will an officer of this agency loan the Stinger Spike System to another agency.
(4) When the risk of allowing a pursuit to continue outweighs the risk of making a forcible traffic stop.
c. The Stinger Spike System shall not be used in stopping the following vehicle types:
(1) Motorcycles
(2) Mopeds
(3) Any other two wheeled vehicle
(4) Vehicles (cycles) commonly referred to as three wheelers or four wheelers
d. The Stinger Spike System will not be used in stopping the following vehicles:except under circumstances where if not used the threat to public safety is likely to be greater:
(1) Any vehicle transporting hazardous materials;
(2) Any passenger bus transporting passengers;
(3) Any school bus transporting students;
(4) Any vehicle that would pose an unusual hazard to innocent persons.
B. Training Requirements:
1. Before using the Stinger Spike System in an actual vehicle stop, a law enforcement officer of this agency must first complete a training class which includes the following:
a. Description and operation of the System.
b. Safety precautions in handling or deploying the System.
c. Methods and proper procedures of deployment.
d. Methods and proper procedures of recovery after using the System.
e. Proper procedures involved in spike replacement. (Note: Any officer deploying the Spike System will be responsible for replacing the spikes after its use.)
f. Proper storage of the System. (Note: Any officer deploying the Spike System will be responsible for properly packaging and storing the device after its use.)
2. One or more officers will be appointed by Patrol Division Commander to be responsible for inspecting the Spike System and accomplishing any repair that might be needed. The System will be inspected after each use to assure that:
a. The device is stored properly.
b. There are no missing or loose screws (if so, tighten or replace).
c. The Spikes have been properly replaced.
d. The device is operational and ready for use.
C. Deployment
1. The Stinger Spike System will be deployed in a manner as recommended by the manufacturer and in accordance with departmental policy, procedure and training.  Safety precautions of wearing protective gloves and eye protection equipment should be followed during deployment.
2. One Spike System will be carried in the trunk of each patrol vehicle operated by an on-duty officer.
3. When a decision has been made by the appropriate authority, (highest ranking officer on duty), to utilize the Spike System, the authority will coordinate and direct the officer in possession of the device to a location for deployment.
4. The officer in possession of the Spike System will notify dispatch personnel and the pursuing officer(s) when he/she has arrived at the deployment location and is in position to deploy the device.
5. A deployment location should provide a good line of sight to enable the deploying officer to observe the suspect vehicle and the pursuing police unit(s) as these vehicles approach. Deployment should not take place within a curve, on a hill or any other area where the deploying officer cannot observe the approaching vehicles. If at all possible, a level section of the roadway that provides the deploying officer some type of safety barrier, such as guardrails, abutments, bridges, overpasses and etc., should be selected as a favorable location for deployment.
6. The deploying officer will maintain communications with the officer(s) in pursuit and deploy the Spike System in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations.
7. Spike Systems will be preferably deployed by pulling the device across the traffic lane ahead of the suspect vehicle, utilizing the attached pull rope.
8. Deployment can also be accomplished by use of the ”curbside deployment” method, where the spike system is thrown/slid across the roadway ahead of the fleeing vehicle. Because of the higher inherent dangers involved in this method, it should only be used when the preferred pull method is not possible.
9. The officer deploying the System should seek a position of cover in the event of flying debris, evasive maneuvers by the suspect vehicle, or a vehicle crash.  Officers should seek cover by using items such as bridge abutments, large trees, walls, etc.  Use of a vehicle as cover should be a last option, as it will provide only minimal protection in the event the vehicle is struck.
10. The officer deploying the Spike System will notify the pursuing officer(s) when the device has been deployed.
11. The pursuing officer(s), upon approaching the deployment location, will allow enough distance between the police vehicle and the suspect vehicle that the deploying officer can remove (recover) the Spike System from the roadway after the suspect vehicle has engaged the device and before engagement is possible by the police vehicle.
12. Deployment of the Spike System will not be attempted unless there is sufficient time to complete the task in a safe, organized and efficient manner.
13. On each occasion that the Spike System is deployed and recovered from the roadway, it will be necessary to prepare it for use before it is deployed again.
D. Recovery/Storage
1. Each officer will be trained on how to properly recover spike system as quickly and efficiently as possible. After the device is removed from the roadway, the officer recovering it will make sure that:
a. Other vehicular traffic that might be on the roadway is either stopped briefly or detoured around the scene of deployment until the area has been searched for spikes or other debris that might be present.
b. Any rocks, grass or other debris that might be attached to the device is removed.
c. Any visual signs of damage to the device is noted, (listed on the report).
d. The spikes are replaced on the device.
e. Any loose screws are tightened and any missing screws are replaced.
f. The device is properly packaged in its case, (unless damage prohibits this), and stored in the assigned patrol vehicle.
E. Reporting/Administrative Requirements
1. Any officer who deploys the Stinger Spike System other than for training exercises, will be required to complete a detailed report concerning use of the equipment. Information on the report will include, but not be limited to:
a. Pursuing officer(s)
b. Location where the pursuit began and location of the Spike System deployment
c. Time pursuit began and concluded. Include time elapsed prior to deployment of the Spike System.
d. Date of pursuit
e. Suspect(s) information
f. Suspect vehicle description
g. Name of officer ordering the deployment
h. Deploying officer name
i. Actions of vehicle and occupant(s) before and after contact with the Spike System
j. Weather conditions
k. Road surface and condition
l. Suspect vehicle direction of travel when contact made with the Spike System
m. Condition of the Stinger Spike System before and after deployment
n. Any other information pertinent to the vehicle pursuit/Spike System deployment, such as suspect vehicle evasive actions, speed, etc. during the pursuit.
2. The initial pursuing officer will also be required to complete a detailed report that will explain how the pursuit began, the route of the pursuit, actions of the fleeing vehicle and why a decision was made to deploy the Stinger Spike System.
3. The highest-ranking officer on duty at any time the Stinger Spike System is deployed will collect all data pertaining to the pursuit and the spike system deployment.
F. Other uses
1. Tire deflation devices may be used as an effective tool in other law enforcement situations. 

2. Deflation devices have been used as tools to prevent the movement of a subject’s vehicle in such situations as suicidal subjects.

3. Officers are permitted to use deflation devices in events such as these, or in other situations in which they may serve a valid law enforcement purpose.
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