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I. PURPOSE

To establish guidelines for the use of department-owned thermal imaging equipment.

II. DEFINITIONS

A. Thermal imaging devices are passive and non-intrusive tools designed to detect relative differences in surface temperatures.  They are intended to assist personnel in their everyday activities and criminal investigations.

III. PROCEDURE

A. The Helena Police Department has purchased one thermal imaging camera for use in law enforcement investigations.

B. Only officers trained in the use of the thermal imaging camera are permitted to use the equipment.

C. Only departmental supervisory personnel will have access to the thermal imaging camera.  In order to access the equipment, personnel will contact the on-duty supervisor to retrieve the equipment.

D. There are eleven court-recognized applications of thermal imaging equipment in law enforcement.  These applications are broken down into two categories

1. General surveillance – specific facts or corroborating information are not requirements for the use of thermal imaging equipment in these applications:

a. Search and rescue operations

b. Fugitive searches

c. Vehicle pursuits

d. Flight safety

e. Marine and ground surveillance

f. Perimeter surveillance

g. Officer safety

2. Specialized surveillance  - thermal imaging equipment is only to be utilized under these circumstances when supported by specific corroborating evidence or events of probable cause.  The thermal imaging device shall not be used for broad-based searches (i.e. observing every house or vehicle on a street).
a. Structure profiles (such as indoor marijuana grows)
b. Disturbed surface scenarios (i.e. hidden compartments or buried evidence)
c. Environmental law enforcement (hazardous materials spills)
d. Vehicle profiles (hidden compartments).
E. Officers will consult with the County Attorney’s Office concerning the necessity of a search warrant prior to using a thermal imaging device in any specialized surveillance operation.  
F. Only officers certified by the Law Enforcement Thermographers Association will use the thermal imager during specialized surveillance investigations.
G. The thermal imaging device shall be stored in a secured, locked location in the department armory at the Law Enforcement Center.  Supervisory personnel will have access to this locked area to access the equipment.
H. Interagency requests for use of thermal imaging equipment
1. Requests from other law enforcement or public safety agencies will be made through the on-duty officer in charge.
2. The officer in charge will consult with the person making the request for use of the equipment and make a determination whether the proposed use falls within acceptable use as outlined in Helena Police Department policy.  The officer in charge may permit or deny use of the equipment based on the use guidelines or available manpower to accompany and operate the equipment.
3. Any time use of the thermal imaging device is requested by an outside law enforcement or public safety agency, a properly trained Helena Police officer will accompany the device and will be the only person authorized to operate it.  The device will not be loaned or checked out to anyone other than Helena Police personnel.
I. When the thermal imaging device is used as a tool in an investigation, the utilizing officer will complete an entry in the use log, which will be kept with the device.  (See attached example).  If a written report is filed in a case where the thermal imaging device was utilized, a copy of the report will be forwarded to the department certified thermal imaging instructor.
J. If there are any care or maintenance issues the department certified imaging instructor shall be notified and the requesting officer will complete a repair/maintenance request.
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