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I. PURPOSE

II. PROCEDURE

I. PURPOSE

To establish guidelines for the use of spit hoods/shields in preventing a subject from using biological fluids to assault officers or other members of the public.

II. PROCEDURE

A.  Spit shields/hoods are implements constructed of lightweight netting, mesh, paper or other protective materials designed to be placed over a subject’s head or covering a subject’s face while allowing free flow of air for the subject to breathe.  While maintaining airflow to the subject, the hood or shield prevents the subject from spitting or otherwise expelling bodily fluids from the nose or mouth at officers or other bystanders.

B. The spit shields/hoods will only be used when there is a reasonable belief the subject will use biological fluids (spit, blood or other body fluids) to attempt to contaminate the officers or other persons or is presently spitting or spraying body fluids as to be a safety/health concern.

C. Only spit shields/hoods purchased and provided by the department will be used by officers and will be applied in the manner approved by this department.  Officers are prohibited from using materials not designed for this use in these circumstances.

D. Officers will be instructed in the proper use and application of the spit shields/hoods.

E. In event a subject has been exposed to OC spray and it is subsequently necessary to employ the use of a spit hood/shield, the officer will follow the proper procedures concerning post-exposure treatment prior to applying the spit hood/shield, if possible.

F. If the subject’s actions prevent the officer from properly rendering aid to the subject due to an attempt to spit on the officer, the officer will apply the spit hood/shield and then transport the subject in a manner so as to offer fresh air on the subject’s face and the OC-exposed areas.
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