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I. PURPOSE

To establish a written guideline to govern use of the expandable baton by officers of this department.

II. POLICY

A. The expandable police baton is a multi-purpose tool.  Use of the expandable baton is considered a use of force and should always be protective, never punitive.

III. PROCEDURE

A. The Helena Police Department recognizes the ASP Corporation, maker of the ASP expandable baton, as the supplier of this department’s police baton. No other baton is authorized unless approved by the Chief of Police.

B. An officer may use the expandable baton to attempt to prevent a subject from further escalating physically aggressive behavior.  Applying strikes, jabs or scrapes with the baton are considered uses of force and must fall within the guidelines of SOP Volume 1, Chapter 5 - Use of Force.

C. At no time should an officer unnecessarily brandish or use any impact weapon as an intimidation device, unless the officer is attempting to prevent further escalation of force.

D. Officers should attempt to deliver impact weapon strikes to the body areas as instructed during training sessions, keeping in mind the level of force necessary in the given incident.  It is recognized that because of the dynamics of many confrontations, it is impossible to mandate specific targets for impact weapons.  Officers are instructed in the principles of target zones, dependant on the availability of the target area and the dynamics of the confrontation.

E. Expandable baton training is mandatory for all Helena Police officers.  

1. This training will be provided only by POST-certified instructors.

2. Officers will attend annual refresher training on use of impact weapons.

3. Included in this course of instruction will be SOP Volume 1, Chapter 5 - Use of Force and any current applicable case law governing use of force.

4. Officers completing expandable baton training and electing to carry the baton will be required to carry the baton and appropriate holder.  

F. The expandable baton is a weapon and is considered a uniform part.

G. Officers will carry either the expandable baton or OC spray, or both, while on duty and plain-clothes officers may have an expandable baton immediately available while on duty.

H. Officers who have found it necessary to use force to strike a subject with the baton will provide the subject with appropriate medical attention as soon as practical.

I. Officers will document the use of the expandable baton as outlined in SOP Volume 1, Chapter 5 - Use of Force.
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