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RESCINDS:


I. PURPOSE

II. POLICY

III. DEFINITIONS

IV. PROCEDURE

I. PURPOSE

To establish procedure that ensures the proper and complete investigation and reporting of motor vehicle crashes involving on duty members.

To familiarize personnel with policy governing the review of police vehicle crashes and the implementation of appropriate discipline.

II. POLICY

All members shall comply with applicable traffic codes and operate all city-owned vehicles in a safe and prudent manner so as to protect the safety of the general public and department employees, and to project a professional image of the department.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. Department/city owned vehicles – includes any police vehicle, private vehicles authorized to be used for official duty or specialty vehicles (leased, loaned or rented vehicles) used by the Department for official policy duty.

IV. PROCEDURE

A. Any member involved in a traffic crash while operating a department vehicle shall immediately notify dispatch and the shift supervisor.  The supervisor will follow the notification procedures set forth later in this policy.

1. If the member is involved in a traffic crash while outside Helena City limits and contact with dispatch and/or a supervisor is not practical (such as in another city, out of state, etc), the crash will be immediately reported to the nearest law enforcement agency with jurisdiction in respect to the crash investigation.

2. The involved member will contact his/her immediate supervisor or Division Commander as soon as possible to report the incident.

B. Members involved in the incident will not make statements regarding the incident other than to their supervisor or the investigating officer.

C. All vehicle crashes involving a member of the department, other than the Chief of Police while on duty, which do not result in a serious injury or death, shall be investigated by the member’s supervisor or his designee.

1. If the involved member is the Chief of Police, the on-duty shift supervisor shall complete the crash investigation.

2. The investigation shall be completed in accordance with SOP Volume 5, Chapter 3, Section T governing Traffic Crash Investigation and Reporting.

3. Photographs will be taken of the involved vehicles, crash scene and any other items deemed of evidentiary value in any traffic crash involving a vehicle operated by a member of the Department.  Photographs or other visual representations will be handled in accordance with evidence handling procedures set forth in SOP Volume 5, Chapter 3, Section E – Evidence Handling/Found Property.
4. The investigating officer may request through the proper supervisor (who is not involved in the crash) for another agency to investigate the accident due to extenuating circumstances.

5. If needed, the investigating officer may request through the Patrol Division Commander the assistance of a department Accident Reconstructionist or investigative assistance from the Montana Highway Patrol.

6. The investigating officer shall make arrests or issue citations, as is appropriate in any crash investigation to all involved non-members.

a. The investigating officer shall only make arrests or issue citations to involved on-duty members in the event the member is suspected of Driving Under the Influence or of having committed a felony violation.

(1) If there is probable cause that such violation has been committed, the Division Commander will be contacted for direction.

(2) If the involved member is a Captain or the Assistant Chief of Police, the Chief of Police shall be contacted.

7. All vehicle crashes involving an on-duty member which result in a serious injury or death shall be investigated by the Montana Highway Patrol.  If the MHP is unavailable, the Chief of Police or his designee shall make a request to another law enforcement agency to conduct the investigation.

D. Any damage to department vehicles or equipment, or to officer equipment as a result of the crash, should be properly documented on a department “Damaged Property” report form and forwarded through appropriate channels as per policy.  Damaged property reports will be completed before the end of the involved officer’s duty shift.

E. Crash Report Review

1. Upon completion of the Damaged Property report and any applicable Crash Investigation or officer reports, the supervising officer will forward to the Division Commander:

a. A copy of the Crash Investigation Report

b. Copies of any other related reports filed by the involved officer, investigating officer or other investigating agency

c. The completed Damaged Property report.

2. The Division Commander will ensure a copy of the Crash Investigation Report, along with any other relevant information, is forwarded as soon as possible to the City Human Resources Office.

3. All traffic crashes involving department vehicles and/or on-duty members shall be reviewed by the Department Executive Staff.

4. After review, the Executive Staff will make a determination that the crash was either avoidable or unavoidable by the involved member and whether probable cause exists that a traffic violation occurred.

a. After the board has made a determination, a recommendation for disciplinary action will be forwarded with the crash report to the Chief of Police.

b. If further investigation, follow-up or interviews are necessary concerning the involved member, all legal requirements will apply.

5. The Chief of Police shall review the recommendations of the Executive Staff

a. If the crash was deemed avoidable and/or the Executive Staff determined probable cause exists that a traffic offense was committed, the Chief of Police may forward the investigation to the City or County Attorney’s Office for possible prosecution, or direct an Executive Staff officer to issue appropriate citations or file appropriate criminal charges against the involved officer.

b. Disciplinary discretion lies solely with the Chief of Police, who may act irrespective of the Executive Staff’s recommendations.
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