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I. PURPOSE

II. POLICY

III. PROCEDURE

I. PURPOSE

The Helena Police Department Bicycle Patrol is a program designed to enhance law enforcement services in the downtown area through the use of officers patrolling the areas on bicycles.  The program not only stresses police enforcement, but also public relations with the citizens and businesses in the patrol areas.

II. POLICY

A. The Helena Police Department Bicycle Patrol is recognized as a cooperative effort between the downtown community and the Helena Police Department

B. The City of Helena will provide insurance on the bicycles and officers functioning within the program

C. The Bicycle Patrol’s primary function will be working within the downtown area; however officers and equipment may also be utilized upon supervisory or command staff discretion within other areas of the Police Department’s mission.

D. The Bicycle Patrol will be controlled and organized within the Police Department as determined by the Chief of Police.
III. PROCEDURE

A. Bicycle Patrol areas

1. The normal working area for the Bicycle Patrol shall be in the downtown business area, generally bordered by:

a.  Lyndale Avenue on the north, to include Centennial and Memorial Parks;

b.  Cruse Avenue (south of Neill Avenue) and Last Chance Gulch (north from Neill Avenue) on the east;

c. Cruse Avenue and the area of the old Federal Building to the south; and 

d. Park & Benton Avenues on the west.

2. The Bicycle Patrol may work within other areas of the city at the discretion and direction of the shift supervisor or at the direction of the Chief of Police or his/her designee.

3. The Bicycle Patrol may be used for special projects (including the Downtown Patrol project during summer months) within the City of Helena.
B. Uniform

1. Bicycle Patrol Officers are authorized to wear the Department-issued Bicycle Patrol Officer uniform, as specified in SOP Volume 2, Chapter 7 – Uniform & Dress Code.
C. Selection of Bicycle Patrol Officers

1. The Chief of Police will determine the selection process for officers appointed to the Bicycle Patrol.

2. The Chief of Police will establish the criteria to determine which officers will be assigned to the Bicycle Patrol.
3. Officers assigned to the Bicycle Patrol serve at the discretion of the Chief of Police and can be reassigned or removed from the program at any time.
4. Officers requesting duty as a Bicycle Patrol Officer must be in good standing with the department and must have completed their probationary period.

5. Officers selected for Bicycle Patrol duties will complete an approved Bicycle Patrol operator’s course before assuming any Bicycle Patrol Officer responsibilities.

6. Selection and scheduling of Bicycle Patrol officers for special events or for special details will be made by the Officer in Charge of the specific event or detail and/or at the direction of the Chief of Police or his designee.
7. Officer availability and staffing levels will be taken into consideration when scheduling and selecting bicycle patrol officers for events, details and normal bicycle patrol.

D. Patrol operations

1. The Bicycle Patrol will function within all applicable Department policy and will be subject to calls for service within their assigned area, or as determined by the on-duty supervisor.

2. Officers working Bicycle Patrol will perform public relations tasks with the citizens and businesses within the patrol area.

3. Bicycle Patrol officers will always operate the bicycle within the laws of the State of Montana and the ordinances of the City of Helena, unless emergency situations exist as are outlined in SOP Volume 5, Chapter 3, Section E – Emergency Vehicle Operation.
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