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Environmental Analysis Form 

City of Helena Open Lands Department 

1. Proposed Project Name:

2. Division:

3. Date:

PART I – PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION 

1. Type of Proposed Action:

2. Department Authority for the Proposed Action Item:

3. Department Contact:

Name:

Address: 

Telephone: 

Email Address: 

CITY OF HELENA OPEN LANDS DEPARTMENT 

316 North Park Avenue, Room 405 

Helena, Montana 59623 

Telephone: 406.447.8454 

blangsather@helenamt.gov 
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4. Anticipated Schedule: (change as necessary): 

Estimated Project Commencement Date: 

Estimated Completion Date: 

Current Status of Project Design (% complete): 

Summarize precisely when (what time of year) project phases will be completed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Location affected by proposed action. Include a map. If your project will take place on specific trails, 

ensure they are clearly identified here by name as well as on your map: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are currently: 

a. DEVELOPED 

Residential: 

Industrial (existing shop area): 

 

b. OPEN SPACE/WOODLANDS/RECREATION 

Open Space /Woodlands/Recreation: 

 

c. WETLANDS/RIPARIAN AREA 

Wetlands/Riparian Area: 
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d. FLOODPLAIN 

Floodplain: 

 

e. PRODUCTIVE: IRRIGATED CROPLAND 

Productive Irrigated Cropland: 

 

f. DRY CROPLAND 

Forestry: 

Rangeland: 

Other: 

 

 

7. Permits, Funding, and Overlapping Jurisdiction 

a. PERMITS 

Agency Name: Permits: 

Agency Name: Permits: 

Agency Name: Permits: 

 

b. FUNDING  

Agency Name: Funding Amount: 

Agency Name: Funding Amount: 

Agency Name: Funding Amount: 

 

c. OTHER OVERLAPPING OR ADDITIONAL JURISDICTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES  

Agency Name: 

Type of Responsibility: 

Agency Name: 

Type of Responsibility: 
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8. Narrative summary of the proposed action (include reasons why this project is necessary and the 

benefits of the project: 
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9. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives: 

Alternative A: No Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alternative B: Proposed Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Alternatives: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

10. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures enforceable by the agency 

or another governmental agency (note any agreements or contracts that would provide control 

measures of define responsibilities here): 
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PART II – ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW CHECKLIST - Please include a statement either here or under “no action and other alternatives” to describe 

the impacts of those actions. The checklist typically only illuminates the Proposed Action Impacts. 

Evaluation of the impacts of the Proposed Action including secondary and cumulative impacts on the Physical and Human Environment Tables. 

a. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
Will the proposed  

action result  
in potential impacts to: 

Unknown 
Potentially 
Significant 

Minor None 
Can be 

Mitigated COMMENTS PROVIDED 

1. Geology and soil 
quality, stability and 
moisture

2. Air quality or
objectionable odors

3. Water quality, 
quantity and 
distribution (surface
or groundwater

4. Existing water right or
reservation

5. Vegetation cover, 
quantity and quality

6. Unique, endangered, 
or fragile vegetative
species

7. Unique, endangered, 
or fragile wildlife or
fisheries species

8. The nesting or
movement of
migratory bird species

9. Introduction of new
species into an area

10. Changes to
abundance
or movement of
species

Evaluation of the impacts of the Proposed Action including secondary and cumulative impacts on the Physical and Human Environment Tables. 
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b. HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 

Will the proposed action 
result in potential 

impacts to: 

Unknown 
Potentially 
Significant 

Minor None 
Can be 

Mitigated COMMENTS PROVIDED 

1. Noise and/or 
electrical effects 

      

2. Land use       

3. Risk and/or health  
hazards 

      

4. Community impact       

5. Public services/taxes  
and/or utilities 

      

6. Potential revenue  
and/or project  
maintenance costs 

      

7. Aesthetics and  
recreation 

      

8. Cultural and historic 
resources 

      

9. Evaluation of 
significance 

      

10. Generate public  
controversy 
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PART III – NARRATIVE EVALUATION AND COMMENT 

1. Summarize the impacts of the proposed action and address any cumulative impacts:  

 

 

 

PART IV – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

1. Public Involvement: Describe how the public is/will be notified to comment on this current EA, the 

proposed action, and alternatives. If your project work might affect neighboring landowners, have they 

been contacted? 

 

 

 

2. Comment Period: Have you provided a formal, 30-day public comment period for this project? If so, 

when was the comment period and how were comments solicited? What was the outcome of the 

comments? 

 

 

 

 

3. This level of public notice and participation is appropriate for a project of this scope having limited 

impact, many of which can be mitigated. Is this a true statement for your project? YES NO      

 

PART V – EA PREPARATION 

1. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in the EA, is an EIS required?     YES NO 

If an EIS is not required, explain why the EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action. 

 

 

 

 

2. Person(s) responsible for preparing the EA: 

 

 

3. List of agencies or offices consulted during the preparation of the EA: 

 




	Environmental Analysis Form - Final 2020 - OL - Dry Gulch
	Map

	Text1: Dry Gulch Prevention, Suppression, and Restoration Mountain Pine Beetle and Western Spruce Budworm Management Project.
	Text2: City of Helena, Parks Recreation, Open Lands Division 
	Text3: December 13, 2019
	Text4: Coniferous tree thinning / sanitation to reduce stocking levels and reduce insect damage.
	Text5: Brad Langsather
Open Lands Manager
City of Helena
	Text6: Brad Langsather, City of Helena Open Lands Manager
	Text7: 316 North Park Avenue; Helena Montana 59623
	Text8: 406.447.8454
	Text9: blangsather@helenamt.gov
	Text10: May 1, 2020
	Text11: August 1, 2020
	Text12: 100% Complete
	Text13: May 2020 through August 2020
	Text14: The proposed project area is located within Mount Ascension Natural Park, legally described as Government Lot 7 and Lot 20-A-1, Section 6, Township 9 North, Range and West, Lewis and Clark County, Montana, 46.557791 Decimal Degrees North, 112.039197 Decimal Degrees West. 

A portion of the Entertainment Trail dissects the project area. 
	Text15: N/A
	Text16: N/A
	Text17: 25 Acres
	Text18: N/A
	Text19: N/A
	Text20: N/A
	Text21: N/A
	Text22: N/A
	Text23: N/A
	Text24: Jefferson County, Montana
	Text25: Burn Permits
	Text26: 
	Text27: 
	Text28: 
	Text29: 
	Text30: Montana DNRC
	Text31: 37500.00
	Text32: 
	Text33: 
	Text34: 
	Text35: 
	Text36: United States Department of Agriculture - Forest Service (USFS)
	Text37: Grantor
	Text38: 
	Text39: 
	Text40: The proposed project area has seen an infestation of Douglas Fir Engraver Beetles and subsequent tree damage and mortality. The project area also has a significant Spruce Budworm infestation. To increase forest health and reduce further tree mortality, the project aims to modify timber stand conditions through the implementation of mechanical (hand work/chainsaw)  felling, bucking and limbing and on-site chipping and pile burning. 

Specifically, the project objective in the north facing portion of the project area would be to reduce the basal area of 134 square feet/acre currently exhibited by the mature Douglas Fir component to a lower stocking level of 80 - 100 square feet/acre by removing small diameter trees exhibiting evidence of snow damage, budworm defoliation, weaker tree crowns, and stem defects. Increasing the bole to bole tree spacing would serve to lower the stand basal area while concurrently sanitizing snow damage trees that are susceptible to bark beetle infestation and/or WSB defoliation. Within the west facing portion of the treatment area, the project objective is to ensure that the current combined basal area of 43 square feet/acre within the mature Ponderosa Pine/Douglas Fir component is maintained through the removal of tree regeneration displaying diameters at breast height (4.5 feet) that are < six inches. In the absence of the implementation of management actions that prevent the advancement of tree seedling/sapling ingrowth, unchecked tree populations will effectively reduce forest vigor which will consequently increase the likelihood of insect damage and/or wildfire mortality. 
	Text41: In the absence of the execution of active timber management activities in the form of tree thinning and sanitation, the timber stand conditions present within the project area will continue to favor the proliferation of Douglas fir engraver beetle and western spruce bud-worm populations that will consequentially increase overall tree mortality and lower tree vigor.
	Text42: Coniferous Tree: Basal Area reduction and/or maintenance through the implementation of tree thinning activities.
	Text43: Annual applications of chemical insecticides to control bark beetle and western spruce budworm populations.
	Text44: The "Scope of Services" outlined within the City of Helena's "Agreement for Services" with the selected thinning contractor will safe-guard the implementation of project activities spelled out within the Project Scope of the Sub-award Agreement between the City of Helena and the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation Forestry Division.
	1: Off
	2: Off
	3: Yes
	4: Off
	5: Yes
	w1: Some areas would be disturbed to mineral soil. Those area will be raked and seeded to reestablish vegetative cover.
	6: Off
	7: Off
	8: Off
	9: Yes
	10: Off
	w2: There will be some fuel odors associated with chainsaw and chipper use. 
	11: Off
	12: Off
	13: Off
	14: Yes
	15: Off
	w3: There are no water sources on or adjacent to the project. 
	16: Off
	17: Off
	18: Off
	19: Yes
	20: Off
	w4: 
	21: Off
	22: Off
	23: Yes
	24: Off
	25: Yes
	w5: In areas where wood chips are distributed on the forest floor, contractors are required to limit chip depths to ≤ 3 inches. Areas where prescribed burning activities are conducted, are hand raked & seeded prior to the vegetative growing season following burn completion. Grass seed applied in disturbed areas is required to comply with the approved native seed mix list found within the 2004 Helena Open Lands Management Plan.
	26: Off
	27: Off
	28: Off
	29: Yes
	30: Off
	w6: National Heritage Program (NHP) Environmental Summary is referenced. Project work may cause some species to avoid the area temporarily during activities. 
	31: Off
	32: Off
	33: Off
	34: Yes
	35: Off
	w7: National Heritage Program (NHP) Environmental Summary is referenced. Project work may cause some species to avoid the area temporarily during activities. 
	36: Off
	37: Off
	38: Yes
	39: Off
	40: Yes
	w8: Individual trees occurring within the project area are examined for the presence of nest structures during the completion of retention tree designation activities. If nest structures are identified, those trees are identified for retention.
	41: Off
	42: Off
	43: Yes
	44: Off
	45: Yes
	w9: All equipment utilized within the project area is required to be cleaned & inspected prior to entry into the project area prevent the transport of non-native vegetation. 
	46: Off
	47: Off
	48: Yes
	49: Off
	50: Yes
	w10: Work activity may cause some species to avoid the area on a short-term basis. 
	51: Off
	52: Off
	53: Yes
	54: Off
	55: Yes
	w11: Chain saw and equipment noise is deemed impactful to operators working in close proximity to the noise source; therefore, these individuals are required to deploy hearing protection. Recreationalists are required to maintain a distance of 300 feet from thinning activities which places them within a decibel range below the threshold requiring hearing protection.
	56: Off
	57: Off
	58: Off
	59: Yes
	60: Off
	w12: 
	61: Off
	62: Off
	63: Yes
	64: Off
	65: Yes
	w13: Smoke emitted from prescribed burns will be controlled by coordinating with the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to ensure burning activities are conducted on days exhibiting conditions favorable to smoke dispersion.
	66: Off
	67: Off
	68: Off
	69: Yes
	70: Off
	w14: The Entertainment Trail in the area will remain open during project work.  
	66+: Off
	67+: Off
	68+: Off
	69+: Yes
	70+: Off
	w15: 
	71: Off
	72: Off
	73: Off
	74: Yes
	75: Off
	w16: 
	76: Off
	77: Off
	78: Yes
	79: Off
	80: Yes
	w17: Trail signs will be installed during project implementation to alert recreationalists to the occurrence of tree thinning and/or slash burning activities. 
	81: Off
	82: Off
	83: Off
	84: Yes
	85: Off
	w18: None have been identified in the area 2011 study).
	86: Yes
	87: Off
	88: Off
	89: Off
	90: Off
	w19: No significant impacts have been identified from the project. 
	91: Yes
	92: Off
	93: Off
	94: Off
	95: Off
	w20: 
	Text46: The impacts associated with Alternative B, Proposed Action, have been determined to be minor effects related to the implementation of tree thinning and associated slash reduction activities that can be mitigated through the application of commonly employed land management practices including: raking/grass seeding, contractual chip depth specification, retention tree identification, weed free equipment cleaning/inspection, warning sign installation, and air quality compliance. Similar forest management activities have been implemented on adjacent USFS property and more thinning/sanitation type are projected for completion on additional USFS timber stands in future years. 
	Text47: The Dry Gulch PSR EA will be presented to the Helena Open Lands Management Advisory Committee on 12.10.2019, distributed to stakeholders who have expressed interest in the City of Helena Open Lands related activities, displayed on the City's website for public viewing, and open for public comment for 30 days. 
	Text48: Yes. December 2019 - January 2020. Comment period solicited through presentation to HOLMAC, a stakeholder mail-out, and city website display. The comment process is ongoing. 
	Check Box52: Yes
	Check Box53: Off
	Check Box54: Off
	Check Box55: Yes
	Text56: The analysis identified only minor short-term impacts.
	Text57: Brad Langsather, City of Helena Open Lands Manager
	Text58: 1. Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
2. Helena Lewis and Clark National Forest
3. Montana Natural Heritage Program


