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Helena
$2,125



FEE
COMPARISONS

Helena
$1,400



FEE
COMPARISONS

Helena
$1,450



CITY
COMMISSION 
QUESTIONS

Can we incorporate a discount or smaller 
CUP fee for Non-profit, housing, “Mom and 
Pop”, or Home-Based Businesses?
Planning staff has taken the approach to consistently review the 
Land Use section of our Zoning Ordinance, the Land Use Table 
specifically, and eliminate when warranted, the imposition of the 
CUP process and establish more uses as “by right”. 

We anticipate to take even a more in-depth review of land uses and 
zoning districts when we begin the overall Zoning Ordinance review 
– reserving the CUP process where more use oversite is needed 
relative to use/zoning district.

Home Based Businesses or Home Occupations are not required to 
go through any CUP or Zoning process.



FEE 
DISCOUNT/

WAIVER 
IDEAS

Should we consider the option for a fee 
waiver/discount as a City Commission 
action item (similar to the Building Permit 
Fee Waiver for Affordable Housing)?

Staff would be open to formulate a waiver/discount process similar 
to the Building Permit waiver process/standard/requirement

Based on or limited to <60% AMI (permit fee waiver cap) and a set 
period of affordability

This impacts the overall General Fund, but minimally – relative to 
the overall small fee cost vs ALL other associated project review 
fees 



FEE 
DISCOUNT/

WAIVER 
IDEAS

Should we consider the option for a fee 
waiver/discount as a City Commission 
action item (similar to the Building Permit 
Fee Waiver for Affordable Housing)?

• Providing a “combined fee” comparable to the pre-
zone/annexation request combination fee – for CUP/Zone 
Change, Amended Plat/Variance
• Based on a % of the recovery cost comparable to the % for 

the pre-zone/annexation fee



FEE 
DISCOUNT/

WAIVER 
IDEAS

Should we consider the option for a fee 
waiver/discount as a City Commission 
action item (similar to the Building Permit 
Fee Waiver for Affordable Housing)?

• Similar language as the Building Permit Fee Waiver
• B.   For purposes of this section “affordable housing project” is defined as a housing project intended 

to house:
•       1.   Homeless or disabled persons, as such terms are defined by the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development; or
•       2.   Households with an annual income that does not exceed sixty percent (60%) of the area 

median income for the applicable household size in the Lewis and Clark County statistical area, as 
published by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

• Open the TIF Affordable Housing set-aside and the AHTF to also 
include/allow funds to be used for all associated city fees

• All waiver consideration for non-profits or other projects that have a 
definable/quantifiable public benefit



PUBLIC 
NOTICE/ 

ENGAGEMENT

Our proposed 
fees have been 

on the 
Community 

Development 
webpage since 

our initial budget 
presentation

Prior to the Public Hearing on August 12th, we will 
utilize Social Media, Civic Access, web, media and 
all other forms of engagement outlined in our 
Public Participation Plan to inform the public about 
these proposed fees



QUESTIONS ?
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