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GENERAL MEMBERS CITY-COUNTY PARKS BOARD  

☐ Betsy Ross ☐ Ross Johnson 

☐ Eric Sivers   

☐ Karen Reese HELENA CITIZENS COUNCIL  

☐ Brian Barnes ☐ Nick Sovner 

☐ Mark O’Keefe   

    

CITY OF HELENA STAFF  ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS 

☐ Brad Langsather, Open Lands Manager Helena Tourism Alliance Representative 

☐ Kristi Ponozzo, Director, P & R, Open Lands  ☐ Andrea Opitz 

☐ Jennifer Schade, Recorder   

  PPLT Representative 

  ☐ Evan Kulesa 

   

LOCATION: City-County Building, Room 326 

 

TIME: 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 

 

Call to Order 

 

Welcome/Introductions/Visitors 

 

Minutes Approval  

 

HOLMAC Action Items 

 

New Business 

 2019 Open Lands Work Plan Comments/Responses (See “Exhibit A”) 

 

Reports from Subcomittees 

 Report from PPLT 

 

Public Comment  

 

Next Meeting Date: September 10, 2019 

 

Future Agenda Items:  

 

Adjournment:  
  

 

HELENA OPEN LANDS MANAGEMENT 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 

August 13, 2019 
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ADA NOTICE 

The City of Helena is committed to providing access to persons with disabilities for its meetings, in compliance with Title II 

of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Montana Human Rights Act. The City will not exclude persons with 

disabilities from participation at its meetings or otherwise deny them the City’s services, programs, or activities.  

Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations to participate in the city’s meetings, services, programs, or activities 

should contact Sharon Haugen, Community Development Director, as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to arrange 

for the requested accommodation, at any of the following: Phone: (406) 447- 8490; TTY Relay Service 1-800-253-4091 or 

711 Email: citycommunitydevelopment@helenamt.gov, Mailing address & physical location: 316 North Park, Avenue, 

Room 445, Helena, MT 59623. 

 

mailto:citycommunitydevelopment@helenamt.gov


EXHIBIT A 

Solutions and a Path for Moving Forward - Mitigating Impacts, 
Reducing Conflicts & Maintaining the DT's Trail 

"Take steps to isolate the directional trails (DT's) and reduce their impacts on 
pedestrian users of the Eddye McClure trail. Make the DT's self contained, so that 
mechanized and non-mechanized uses are largely separated, thus minimizing 
impacts to user experience and conflict" 

Mitigation Steps: 
A. Isolate and Decrease Impacts of the Bike Park on other users
1. Make Eddye McClure unidirectional and only-uphill for bikes in the section

from the Arrowhead Trailhead to the 206 Trail junction (slowing bike speed
and traffic)

2. Provide a "sessioning' return route from the bottom of the DTs up an existing
2 track to Eddye McClure (connecting 200 yards below entrance to the DT's)

3. Establish a single access point to both DTs off of Eddye McClure ( currently
there are two separate access points and the trails are separated)

4. a) Close and reclaim that portion of DT trail #1 that begins at the junction of
Eddye McClure and Ascension Loop trail down to the beginning of DT #1
downhill course, or
b) make this section above a 'hikers only' connector back to Eddye McClure
connecting near the Eddye McClure access opening to the DTs (this is the
only portion of the DT system that is 'walkable')

5. Establish a parking/main access point to the DT system off the current
parking area at the bottom off Arrowroot Dr. Bikers accessing the DT would
start at the bottom, cycle to the top of the DT trails and go down

B. These mitigation steps would;
1. Keep the DT trail system largely intact , but significantly separated from

the Eddye McClure trail
2. Provide uphill access to the DT with minimal bike use of the Eddye

McClure Gust several hundred yards of slower travel uphill)
3. Largely eliminate hiker-biker conflicts on Eddye McClure
4. Reduce potential for safety issues between user groups
5. Reduce but not eliminate impacts on Eddye McClure trail amenities and

natural aspects valued by pedestrian users





COMMENT-2 1. Bikes are a huge danger to hikers on trails, because mountain bikers almost never stop or even 

slow down for hikers. I hike Mt. Helena nearly every day, and nearly every day I am forced to 

leap off the trail to avoid being run down, hit, injured or killed by mountain bikers who refuse to 

yield to hikers, refuse to slow down, and refuse to stop for hikers. Tuey are selfish, rude and 

inconsiderate, often careening downhill out of control, endangering hikers' lives for their own 

selfish thrills. Bike should be banned from the trails before they kill someone. 

2. Mountain bikers continually build illegal trails on our open lands. I myself have discovered and 

obliterated three separate illegal trails built on Mt. Helena by mountain bikers. This is another 

reason mountain bikes should be banned from the trails, because they refuse to follow the rules 

and relentlessly pursue their own selfish desires. 

3. Ban all mountain bikes from Mt. Helena, and keep them on Mt. Ascension, which they've

already commandeered with their illegal trail building. That way, we hikers will have a safe place 

to hike in peace without risking being injured or killed by mountain bikers. 
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2019 Open Lands Work Plan FINAL
Comment Form Submitted On: 

July 16th, 2019@ 10:21am 
City or Helena 

Helena, MT 
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COMMENT-1 

Trails and Recreation Management 

Please keep Helena"s trails multi-use! What a special way to live, sharing our public backyard with 

so many passionate users and groups. It is also impressive to see so many volunteer 

organizations that work so hard to maintain and make safe our trail system. Let"s not be 

reduced to fighting among groups . 
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: along the trails. This helps spread weeds. 
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Do you wish to be contacted if we 

have questions about your 

comments? 
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COMMENT-5 Please post signs and add additional dog poop bag stations. I am a dog owner but I am 

nonetheless horrified by the amount of dog poop on or immediately adjacent to trails and the 

extent to which people don"t pick up after their dogs. Dog poop does not biodegrade as quickly 

or effectively as wild animal poop and is of course also bad for water sources, as well as being 

unsightly. I am really interested in the idea of setting up some dog poop composting stations at 

major trailheads, and would love to work on fundraising or grant writing to support this idea, as 

adding plastic bags of dog poop to landfills is also problematic. Some larger cities compost pet 

waste, but I think it would be possible to build what is effectively a composting toilet for pet west 

and supply compostable bags at trailheads. 
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